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bears a child, especially a boy. Before the birth of the
child, her husband, at least overtly, is indifferent to her.
He will not mention her in conversation. Even in the
house, in anyone's presence, if he shows any intimate
feeling for his wife it will be considered improper and
consequently will become a topic for gossiping. Hus-
band and wife do not sit near each other and very
seldom talk to each other in that situation. Rather
they talk through a third party and they have no
special terms for addressing one another. But when a
child is born, the husband can refer to his wife as the
mother of his child. Thereafter, they can converse
freely and behave naturally towards each other. It is
the same with other relatives* It is the child that
actually admits a woman to her husband's household.
The care of the child is an integrative force in the
domestic circle.

There are, however, difficulties in the adjustment of
relations between a bride and her new relatives. She
may not take a quick liking to her husband with whom
she has had no previous acquaintance. The people
are prejudiced against any intimate relations of a
woman with men outside wedlock. To prevent such a
possibility prenuptiai chastity is strictly maintained
by social disapproval of any intimate association
between grown-up girls and boys. Any lapse of this
code on the girls' side may lead to invalidating their
marriage arrangement and difficulties in making other
arrangements. Adultery of married women is still
more grave. Husbands, in theory, can murder the
adulterers with impunity. But in practice it is seldom
done. The expense of marriage prevents people even
from repudiating a misbehaved daughter-in-law.
Sexual intrigues are talked about without seriousness in